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The Pivotal Role of Basic Research of Immunology in
the Fight Against Bird Flu H7N9 Virus

Wang Puyue Yang Zhengzong Du Shengming
(National Natural Sciences Foundation of China, Beijing 100085)

Abstract During the fight against bird flu H7N9, it is realized that basic research in immunology actually
plays a pivotal role for the development of new antiviral drugs and vaccines to effectively prevent and con-
trol virus induced diseases. Upon consistent support from the National Natural Science Foundation of China
and other basic research projects, Chinese immunologists are defining the viral-host immune system interac-
tions from a systematic perspective to reveal possible ways of immune escape, therefore contributing in a u-
nique and irreplaceable way for maintenance of people’s health and controlling of infectious diseases.
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